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their ships.    The fire at Sardeis by destroying the temple
of Kybe"be (Cybele) furnished, we are told, an excuse for
the deliberate destruction of the temples  of Western
Hellas by the army of Xerxes ;  but  a more speedy
punishment awaited the lonians, who were overtaken by
the Persians and signally defeated in a battle fought near
Ephesos.   The historian is speaking of this accidental
conflagration when he tells us that Dareios on hearing the
tidings asked who the Athenians might be, and, on being
informed, shot an arrow into the air, praying the gods to
suffer him to take vengeance on this folk.    About the
lonians and their share in the matter he said, it would
seem, nothing.    These he knew that he might punish
flrhen and as he might choose ; but so careful was he not
to forget the foreigners who had done him wrong, that
an attendant received orders to bid his master before
every meal to remember the Athenians.    Stories such as
this would, as we can well imagine, highly gratify Athe-
nian pride or vanity ; nor is the influence of such feelings
to be put out of sight in an effort to get at the true history
of the time.    Not only has the historian, from whom it
may be said that our whole knowledge of this period is
derived, told us plainly that Hippias had been for years
doing all that he could to provoke a Persian invasion of
his country, but Athenian ambassadors had twice ap-
peared before Artaphernes, the brother of Dareios, to
counteract his intrigues.    The desire to glorify the Athe-
nians could tinder such circumstances alone explain the
growth of a tale which represents Dareios as ignorant of
the very name of a people whose concerns he had been
compelled to discuss or to hear discussed for years.
Lastly, we must mark the significant facts that Dareios
set to work at once to chastise the Asiatic lonians, while
he made no attempt to punish the Athenians for more
than eleven years.